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MOT RETAIN 
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THE SPIRIT OF 
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PHIL MARTIN -I TfWULP 
WAVE KNOWN! If WA* YOU.,, 
CAN OMELL YOUR 5M0KE 

rom&vuo mile*awaY ; 


VOd'RE tilMf, 
ANYWAY... MV 
\VOi&Z5 ARE 

1 mopin' you coo 

PC'EM A LlffL 
l FAVOR i 


V 

||ll|§lrI HAVEN'T 
(nST COT THI* 
@sW APARTMENT 

■Hr airepout , 

HK« FROM THE U*f 
M TIME YOU 
8Mi WERE HERE ' 


SOMETIME* I WONPER 
k IF HE MAPS THE L 

K rjoht cmczi a 


I 0U*T PON'T KNOW ip I CAN LIVE OPTO 
EVERYTHING THAT OOE5 AL0N6 WlTH-'HM? 


UNCLE MATT 
(SAVE ME THE 
HOOP--JUST A5 , 
If WAOOIVENTOl 
HIM "(TO THE 
CH.ACK HOOP 
\NOVlP CON¬ 
TINUE — 


*Y M&OL OP 


JUSTICE 



If CONCERNS THI4 /HE'*-INTO EVERYTHIN6 
LITTLE CHARMER-/CROOKEP, ON AN INTER- 
0A*ON STRANG" / NATIONAL LEVEE ... 

A CUV WHO IE- REVOLUTION.TERRORISM, 

FILTH m46Mtfl£P'A EXTORTION, YOU-NAME-IT... 



.*JF THERE'* A ^ 

GUCKTOPE MAPE, 
HE'* OOf A FINGER 
IN If SOMEWHERE-' 
HE* KNOWN MORE 
FONPlY PYTHENAf 
..I'PEAfW-MONOER' 


CHARMlNO. 












































common, CanpW 

Curl f'kh lln< 


t/t'i-'i't I IVUJWV I, 

PHIU.PM NOT 
0ETTIM6MIXEP 
UPINC.I.A. 
INTRIGUE/ HOW 
Opjf KNOW 


/ WORKER'Wl£ 

' ORGANIZATION l£ 
TOO POWERFUL-" 
TOOWeLL'FKOTECrEP 
, ...WE'VE BEEN 
\ AFTER HINA FOR J 
%. 'i'ZNfcl ^3 


seuingthe/ 

TOI^PKDPAE 


WE PLOGGEpN 
-rue teAK^o 
HE CAN'T GET 
ANYMORE... 
00 T WHAT 
HEmREAPV 


OKAY, POPPY-YOU KNOW 
WHAfS m>T &RW! dOT 
MAVEE yoU’P UKE To KNOW 
WHO THE COURIER 1$ WHO 
DEUVEREPTHE^EORETC . 
TOGTRAN0... ~»~y 


YEAH... WHEN 
ITWAO IN 

KNOW HOW 

you &osG 

OPERATE/ 

1 PHlU.TPON'T 
WANTANV 
PART OF IT/ 


.misname i^ : 


0UPPlE£ALONE>\ 
TIME, ANP I'VE \ 
FfUCK MV NECK 1 
OUT TO OET THE 
HOME OFFICE TO 
HEEP>OUA FEW, 

wJSIttee**/ 


MAV > 

0EA 

LlTTUE 

PAMlMAR 


«*r 

BROTHER ^ 


ANPTHE \ DH-UH...YOI/RE 
C.r.A.WANW coop PUTyOU'PE 
ME TO HAIL NOT A MlRAO-E 


All WE WANT YOU TO PO10 


FOREIGN 


PEFENFE EECRETE STRANG 
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THE NEW 
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ggggayARE'NT X. 

^ome PRT you 
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YETK/PPBRLAA/P 
WO VJ5 JT/6 CAEOl ya/ 
FARRELL '6 BROTHER 
,U CAROLYAJ, THE 
BEAUT/EUL PEAR 
£>/RL HELOVEO,, 


... WHO, THOUGH EHE 
COULPUOTEREAR, 
5HAREP HER HEART 
W/THWMWA 
AAA WEE PEEPER 
THAU WORPG,,, 


,., UHTiL HERL/EE 

WAG BRUTALLY 

BAHJFPEPOUrSy 

V/OLEA/T/MEW 


W ALtTHfOWAtJy 
r WAN13 ftTOGETTWOHE 
POCOMEHTG Our OF THE 
■\M?0N<3 HANP4, V23U . 
L. V/AMT JN, OK 


% PWC^A&HVNAT 
WEAET THAT MUCH,, 


tWAWfl M, 






















77/££\Z£M/A/6> /£ COOL W/T/J A TA/V&OfSALT 
/AST//£A//?//£Afi?J5LAW£FA/?J?£L'S U/ATffr 
APX/?TM£//T .., r ^j m m - 


WlWtCAKAh ^1 
W 5HAKR..COULP ~ 
f THEY KNOW...THAT 
If KIP&URWNPIS 
. ON A308, THE 0LACK 
IMOOPWILEWINPUP, 
L 50 LVIN 6 IT? A 


r j WONPER > 

MOW MANY ( 

OTHER WERoES' 

ipenTities they've 

/ERAOKEP? -tug 
PEY'S? THE , 

L OAOJAR'S^J 


you're PuAYiNoi>Ewve?y#oy 
EOR HIM.«A6TlN<2>A£60'0#fV<Ef# 
TO PICK UP ANP PRDPOfF 
MATER IAU5 PROM HlS CONTACT 


■r... am pi 

Ih§hR9HNBHHHI want 

KNOW 

if If OOME NO NEEPTO EE MORE 
^EOOf AEARMetf ELAINE' A0OUT 
I6HTNOW' mOHiS HERETO THE 

---"T~7>\ TALK. TO you./ J CRlMlNAU 

WHAflNTH^ \ KNEW YOUR THEY 
NAME Of" JESTER, CAROLYN CAU-THf 

.-^ aaab 


mayee you Pont realize that 
WHAT you 'RE CARRYING M4KEO 
you A PARTY To TREASON "A 
TRAITOR TO YOUR COUNTRY/ 


E0R0AR0LYN'4 > 
SAKE, f'M 6IVIN& 
YPUA0HAN6ET0 
CUf UX&t FROM 
THE OPERATION j 
,.,PEFOREr i 
'SMASH IT/ Jj 


WMYOHOULPlTRUOl 
YOU? FROM WHAT 
t HEAR, YOU'P OUST 
AS SCON Kf EE A MAN 
.AStCOKATHIMJ . 


IT R9coon\zz ; 

YOU NOW—i YOU'RE 

a. the m*ACK 
m*. hoop/ 


'f YOU KNEW MY ■ 

NEVER HAVE ANYTHING T£ 
A MAN LIKE YOU i 






















''JUST REMEMBER 
WHATI5AIP, PEAINE,. 


WHERE'!? HE 1 
£>0? HP 
C 0 UU?N'T 
HAVE ROTTEN 

ppwmthe tike 

ESCAPE THAT . 
PAST' y 


...AA/PNOOHEHAS 
MAPEH/M TH/HKOR 
H/5 OIS7ER CAROP/A/ 


ANP HE & m 
hav//we> % 

EECOHP J 


i WON PER WHAT' 
INECtfMAflOW IS 
HIPPENONTHlS 
UTTLE PiSC THE 
, P£*M'Mf&efc 
V WANTS... y 


THIS IS THE PINAUPBINEKYI < 
WAS 5\>f?0£W To PROF OfF 
<ft>Ni<£HT...HMM...A MlCMPOf! 


net later ... Loop peanwin’on<&>in' 

i— agr^SQMgWHgRE, BUAINEZ, 


WEEE, WHATEVER IT IS, 
HE'S NOirSOlN&fOSEf 
IT/ TVE MAPE MV EAST 
j>£i.lV£RY EOR HIM' > 


/i'll HtP£ THE 

WHERE HE'IT NEVER] 
PlNC?/WE» TV 6 < 50 T 

assconpchance i 

[—AMomsomA A 

\ TAKE IT f A 


THE WORPS CUT 
PEEHLV/HTOAA/ 
PAP IW,. BUT 
THERE/SHO 
CHAN&E/NTHE 
hoops/ cy 
EXRRESS/OH,., 


WEECOMPS HE/E 
GOHEAA/P0LA/HE 
EARREU EEELEA 
Qi/EAEV FEAR 
OHAW/HEATH/E 
HEART... 

HE HAS KHOWH THAT 
H/S ACT/y/T/EE HA VE 
HOTHEEA/ETR/CTIH 

LEGAL.... 

WET, HHT/L NOW.AfO 
ONE HAS HUT/T/NTO 
WORPS THAT HE 
M/&HTEE0ETRA Y/N& 
H/O OWAf COi/A/TRV .., 
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'WAIL*'’ 
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wh-what 

AREYOP 
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i HERE 































A-THEY'RE^ 
TAKIN6.HIM 
FOR A RIPE 
FINAL 
RIPE' ^ 


FIA#rif! ll 

^hp/jlp'VE 1 

expectep 

^METH[N6 

LIKETHI#/ 

PHILOAIP 

THEYOLPSEP 

OFFTHEINFP 

LEAKAT'D-IE 

#PPR£E- - 


"f*0 WOW THE Vtm'MMeK 
I‘O CU ft! W<5 OFFAMY TKAIL-THAT 
MiOHTLEAPToHlM' 


YOU PlPN’f SHOW toot one 
UPTp MAKE THE LJOESTIPN' 
FlWAl. P/WP BLAINE? YVHER£'i 

1<sot a little the Final 
wORRiEPi yv PEMVERY? 


IT PONT HAVE / NOW fHAT'5 
If,"NAIL#?" /A REAL5AP 
TH THAT'S WHY/ 

I PlPNTPHOW/ MAYFE YOLO 
UP/ If-lf WAS/ BETTER TELL 
NEVER PE' / ITTaTH£0?55 
PgLIVEREP IN PERSONi 
TP ME/ 


ONE WAYOR Y THERE'# PLAINE 
ANOTHER, ’NOW'El>TTHO#E 
FLAINE'SSOT MEN WITH HIM" 
fOMAKE A MOVE 
SOON... ANPlF 
J KEEPAM EYE 
ON-HOLplf/ 

























mrim 

won'TMT 

AWAY l 
WITH . 
8M Mid 


MeVNAi LS“„THERE'S SOME' 
&?Py ONOUR TAIL.' LOOKS 
LIKEHE5 CU&M'iN PAST/g 


THE 

014CK HOOP! 


THEy’RE 1 
TRYiNSMARP 1 
TO SHAKE MS 
PUTMY NEW 
CYCLE CAM / 
RiPETHEM—A 
INTO THE 
6 fliftJNP/£H| 


$NP r CAN TAKE screws WHERE THEY 
iceuLPN'T possibly 6Queeze through / 


NO PROBLEM UD\N TO BEATTHEM10IHf, 
INTERSECTION, ANPCUfTttEM OpF.,, I 


/.v.WlTHTHE 

HELP OP A 
SPECIAL LITTLE 
PEV1CE MOUNT' 
i EP IN THIS 


THE MACK-T? HOLY HELL, IP 
PETTER CALL 

THE tO&it NO NEEp Mp. ^ 
^--^-/(EARSON^J'VE BEEN 
SSfeJtf Jf MOWIQglHC THE 
sEBrlm Situation careEullY. 
HEKEAREYOUf? 

TT <ORP£RS_ jg 
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...VJHIC-H 
SHOOK? M 
pf?!N6>'£M " 
TP A 

•SORFFCHlN<b 

. HAI 47 ^ 


WAl<A &COH&~\ 
4oMe\m0z.vtfscmt 
-THet?e w£reiw«« 
TO/J<S>HS IMTH6CAR 
"NO'ffWO./ 


AMP WHFRF'S) 


I a 


wp £grr£R havf rug -or voime 

ANSWER? X WANT MlSfFK,,, £OiNO TO 
"v AMP J'P BETTER MKE THETON6TO 

THEM" - SUFFER FOR 


iVEfiPf^APWgVfc •« H£ CANT 6VEN 
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/fe$rmA/£B 
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ANPONZOF wm 

&i>pp\e$.meH sou 

,\NeR£Dl)-tOF6l6?ttf.„ 


\WHAT£ W 
WITH NOW*- 


aaA&h{ 


-'MAKE//& ATTACK 
/EKEE/ETA0CE „, v 


^PARt SbOKSOSZOm 
fAtM ANP^TART 
a>U6Hi#6 UF$OMe 
AH6\NB& ON \WH£R£ 
l -T'^eV" un mi+?« 



MlCRO'ClRCUlTRy, 5UR6 1 
IMPLANfEPlNTH£lR0*/.„„ . 
<S| VPS ME THE PPW6K0FUFE J 
AMP P£ATH 0\/£K MS ClO&A 
,HlRE.LlN6£*„ 


. I^MALL AL-50 
tfACl40056 P6ATH 

■CKj PUAIN6 

f^Kftgu- you 

APPEARTOHAVg 
^IXH AM iMTet^T 



a* &UT NOT UNTIL-THAUP 
eXTKACTeP TH£ tN©RMA - 
TIPM FROM HIMTKAT t ^ 
R6QUIR6 / (JQ 


























"THE PEATH-MONSER 
I — 'PROgAEP/ THINK61 

CAN'T TRACK HIM POWN». PUT 
fHAT'E A MISTAKE/ IT TOOK 30ME 
PPIN£> TO 6ET ITOUTOP PHIU— 

... PUTfMANAOEPTO 
^EfTHECOPe NUM0£fK> 
NEEPEPTOAC6£5EMy 
COMPUTERTERMINAL 
iNfOCU^ElP/EPC.I.A. 
PATA 0ANK€» ON THE 
^PEATH'MONEER/ 


MOSTo£THl££fUPP HE 
PWN£ -THROUGH PPMMV 
CORPORATION f’ET'UR^.* 

e-uff knewthec.i.a. , 
\noulp hav/e a hneon him! 


on £WARK I^EANP 


Fozwr&ijfeLAAtp. 

0P£/?A7/fi/&T#£ 

COMPL/T£F&A 

f/?£&mAT/A/& 

p/roces-sx^ 


'?weipim6time 

P£AUWE>VAilfH 
MACHINE^' (TfODK 
MECWTRIEETO 


mw&r* 


UVKiH&FOR-- 


-^AWPT'M 1 
0ETTINO 
THAT'£ THE 
PEACE WHERE 
HE'E TAKEN 
PEAINE PoR 
OUE^TiPMIMEm 


N 


--THE PRIVATE 
H0LPIW6P Op M(? 

JA^ON -etrane? 

~.A.K.A. 

reATH'MOfi^e^i 




















MO WAV 10 APPROACH THE PUCE ACRC 
-frig WATER WITHOUT &QH6 ETOllEj 


several minutes THEhooplaboeb with 

%8E8^'g®S%2^ 


Jr., eviviuomt 

f 1 HAVETo &0 
MX0&1 HE WATER? 
"WHENT CAN 60 
|L ONPERIT? y 


THAT'^/T/NOW 1 

THiE- F’AFV ’ 

€>holiu?owt 

WATERALMOgf 
A$ FA^f AC 5 HE 
TOOuC TOWN / 
fri£ MIDWAY >4 


'THE NgXf^fgr 
-"MAKE MV 
UNIFORM 
WATEK'fteHT/ 


AFTER ALE. I'P MATE TO £0 
fNTO ACTION ALU <&£6y 
ANt? SQUISH'/.,. ^—v. 


m O(?W(TH All THE 
VfeT WATERLOO 


W/W/N MWL/TES, &LACK 
HPOP ENTERS THECOLO 
A MP MERRY PER77/S £E 

emplane,,,. 


1 TI 6 MEARLV ——--VK 

PAWN3V THE THERE If I^U ,v ” 

77 /FC 7 ^T CHARK ICLANF.' 

MOOP ARRIVES WONPERWHV 

CW THE RANKS THEY CALL IT 

AETMEGREAT THAT? CAN'T 

LAKEWHERE PE ANY^HARK^ ' 'rv/-^ji*uaKor«A<,j «Au/roruii/«/'i 1 
THE/STAMP &... IN FRg£H WATER-., EXCEPT MAY EE PEAfH 'M0N6ER HlM^ELp! ] 
































tUeMAZlHi* 

tmip've 
exnc&p ir, 
^iooy&imX, 
rrs w«sep 

u^too/ > 


IKificur v 
f THROUGH if, i 
r IU FPEAKTHP 
ELECTRONIC 
A U(ZM CIRCUS 
L INTHpNl£TflN6„, 


I Bfr ^ AMP THEY'LL KNOW 60 N&OU&S POWN UE 1 ZGJWT 
1 THKE LITTLE ^iREU^CLCmSPM TRAN'S- , 

MlffERC - 6 HOULP fiX>t TH gM.« •—=dO 

.^^MAINTAININGTHE CIRCUIT EVEN VWEWIHg WlRBARE 
CUT, 0Y 2>mmbk COHZXhXX4&HM BETWEEN THEM' 


f u. have to Thank my frienp 

PAMIAN FOR ElKlNC ME UP 
WITH ALLTHESE HANPY 
LITTLE &NXX&X4 ! 

<5UV'^ A W(SARP AT WHIPPING 
^UPTHAT KiMPOP^TuPF / 

60TTENJ P-LAlNE 

HERETOO MUCH IMMliir 

AHEAPOp MC.' Ip pMM 

THcy-ve hurt 
wm-'UH'OH/^ jppp 


-,Hcyypu' you ain't A 

^UPPOSEP TO BE HERE /1 
EAVA6L^„ ATTACK i 
vHWyPOY.' V 


BLAST/ fPOfXGPWA 
FPNTRyy amp no wav 

TO CBTAWAY FROM 
^THAT PD6-/ ^ 


























r THAT YACHT \ 
art wearing 
PiFFeRENT 
UNIFORMS’ 
THAN TH6T 

scntry r i 
. "TKASHEP/ 1 


fOMF SHAffPSET-UFy PFATH-MON6ER HAS 
UlSOWN L-ITTPF ARMY POWNTHERE/ £uT 
L. THEGUARPS EOOKSl.F£Py,„ 


THE GENTRY';? STILL. SURPRISEP 
G 00 P/ THE 3 ERKSHOUEP BE 
GAEL INS FOR HELP 1 NSTEAP 
OF TRYING TO PRAW A W 


T HATE 10 H/f YOU WITH 
"THl MACE SPRAY, PUR 
0NTI PONT WANT ,/ 
YOUR TEETH )N MY |§ 
\THROAT EITHER/Jgg 


/*£ £/L£A/TLVAA/P$lA//ffiyA£A &£a£T. TH£ 
0LAC#£0OPMA/<££//ASWAy To £/&£££ 
STOL/A/T £&£ f?£CO/VA/Af££AA/C£„, 


'Z?*oe ably been on puty all night. hmj 

NOW THAT'S A FASCINATING PETAITJ.,, 


WI-IAT COULP TWATMEAM, I WON PER? 

MAYBE THEY'RE NOT PEATH'AVONOERS MEN ! m. 


~Ttf£V/aOP>//AS WT/£T£T> 
0£TA ££U4STAT7/V& 
W£AF&A/£XVA1 W£ 
UT/A/ 7 V {/£££.,. 























WHAT ARE THEY 
J?0IN&HERE? > 


e 


'WVWtlK 
SPIEL If, i 

JASON!you 

KNOW WHO'S 
PAVING yoUM 

portheJI 
v INEo'^B 


' WtfRRlEp, \ 

CYRENE'? \ 
YOU NEEPN'T 
PEAR. THE 
PRU(?5 WE 
USE AAAV 
TAKE SOME / 
TIME TO 
W0R K-- M 


r - - EOT THEY ARE VERY 
POTENT INPEEP/ HE 
WlEETEEtUSAfE/ 


OOOPTHIN6 T PERSUAPEP THlSSuARl 
TO TAMS BEFORE IKNOCKEP HIM OUT 
UHE SAvEP ME A LOTOP TROUUE^W 

fUNLESS WE WAS EYlNE>, EEAIME WAS?/ 
TAKEN TD THAT RCOMUPTHEREON/J 


T CO0U?'\l£ SPENT HOURS II 
TEAR0HIN6 THIS PEACE ON J 
, MY OWN.,, *■ 

v»'A np every Minute 
here, the POPS , 


YOU ARE OPINE TO TALK, MR, 
FARRELL.,, YOU 'RE OOlNETO 
TELL US WHERE YOU HiP THE 

MlOZcPOT' 

IP NOTOE 
YOUR OWN 
VOLlTlON"THEN 
WITH THE AIPOE 
OUR PERSUASIVE 
TRUTH SERUM / 


m// YOU LEARN 
if/ TO TAKE 
f/ WHATEVER 
7 SHORTCUTS 
A YOU PAN IN 
THIS BUSINESS 
'-IP you WANT 

TO STAY ALIVE/ 


THERE HE IS"/ AMP THERE'S PEATH'MONEER/ 

















i! If- W TAKE <TAf?g Of H IM; 
;HOOP/ if GYRENE "IKY ID 
JJ FINISH HIM/ f FF 
60 FDf? HFl-P/ v 


' YEAH.., 
YDDPO 
THAT 
UtfO-F 


WHAT 
IN THE 

name 

OF" ? 


^fDD C^O$H ANPTFNTO-ONF, THD$F £LAPF5> ANP5-INCF F CAN'T EFT TDD 

THE FAPY |$ ARE PRlPPlNF WITH ^DMF NASTY CVO& fD HER, m HAVEfD 
PFPlNIfFLY PDlSDN THAT WIU- FAT UP MV PAUL- £ACK ON MY MACE . 
EOOP WITH, . HV^lPFS IF ^HF CD f£ ME ! V~v ^PRAYAEAlM'-« ^ 

fHD$F / L MW# al# 

V fHlM^y NDflMF lilrsSF^r-- ^ 

;S>— ■ ' TRfSrT to FtAV oikifr'' jX 

^ o> MB’ -1 m 

7 :ft 1 f ijM ~fTi tii nr n^Tv^V 

t pHmL man--/ i'lV'Pi c - . 


1THINK if'* TiMF J 30INEPTHFPARTY 


...PUT* PONT 
-THINK f 't-F 

Ngei? K ' 
















ANI7MAYP£„. 
WITH THE 

txruxvte 

0W&A6 IN 
MY TPU41V 

PBTERft?X„ 


pcx cat"/ \i j/'eet pufoP 
UN66-' HP fi MY WAY, 
gP0U£>HT fcA £TUP(P/ j 

^ dgllp 


WWtt/MCMgmS#* ! V THgRP'5 MY «WWU- AMP 

-- 1 \ THERE'^ A 5PAPE RP^RPATHER , 

HAH<5>PN, Pi-A IMP* UJCKY £ \ PPR YCU IN TH£ ^APPL-EftM^ I A 
THE PIPE MAY BP HAPTHI? L 

a rime rocky; il -^ gur...Hppp^ 

PUfRU&HTNOW TO CUPAR i,£S"' :: w WHAT APPUT 1 

if'6 thponly i am teem rue ttazer^t 

WAV TP TRAVEL/ i ROUf6/ 1 PEUIVERPP VP 

r |tj8 

ITj O P%k^ a® hes-tituha^ 


f RPM'f 

TT'’ 

ALKPAPy 
\ 1XA17 , 


































UNNMUJ'P ^ 
U KZ1QKIU 
THAT 0U4TZP 
Hfl0P'HW60r 
tH^ PiACBlNAH 
Vff&AZ-'HO 
tSitlNO mtrf , 
M16HT HAPPEN 

Kje-x-ff 


r ATi-EA^f rve 
mUSOftHk 
mK^-rng 

pe?£N£e PLAM4 

ip &err&K 

l tW£AA 
jL AWAV FROM 
*2 *0®.' J 


1"H£ 0L-AOK QOZt M 
I6> tM£ FA^TEbf 
VACM<<3D!M4 ANP 
— WHAT IN-i? 
HMCf&SAIJ WHAT* i 

uAfreuw to a3 
tH£M't 


ANP/„ tH£> 


MO I tH£Y'R£60M£' ' 
PVFKY LAStPlASTfcP 

tRAOfcPFtHEM/ 
^ tH£ 

&LACK HOOP Ha^| 

* iR sr J 


^ MAKE THATtWP ( 


MAlM6$ #AFg MOVJ"AMP PHIL 

zmuip be slap roeer n& 
zzcm ftAM£ &ACK mACP^ 


K., Put tHEf?e/5 £tfLL £OMk 1 

OTteu 

v ^OMePAv/ ^ 
































by Robin Snyder 

Attention Cary Burkett and Gray Morrow: The Block 
Hoeid has a grand tradition and you’re carrying on in the 
traditionpf some big, big men. 

The Man of Mystery began in TOP NOTCH COMICS; 
October 1940 and over the following six years, in a 
handful of titles, his adventures were handled by the likes 
of Harry Shorten, Irv Novick, Charles Biro, Al Camerata 
and Bob Montana. The Hood returned in I960, this time 
dimebyJohh Giunta. His final bow was in 1979, under the 
supervision of Morrow. 

Now he’s back. Like gangbusters. 

Thekgend continues. 

We are interested in having a creation published 
through your comics group. His name is Super-P and 
we believe the stories and art are on a professional level. 

Attached are the first five pages of the 24-page first 
issue. 

If you would be interested in publishing Super-P, 
please contact us as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your time in this matter. 

Sincerely, Guy Ricketts, Redford, MI 

And thank you, Guy, for allowing us to take a look at your 
samples. 

You are obviously sincere and enthusiastic. Those 
qualities will kelp you immeasurably in your drive to sell 
your work: Add to that a burning desire and a clear pur¬ 
pose and the battle will nearly be won. 

As a suggestion, note how a professional like Robert 
Kanigher sets his characters in motion in our Steel Ster¬ 
ling strip. Pay close attention to layouts such as those by 
Dick Ayers on American Shield. And finally, take a look 
at how Alex Toth handles mood, shading and finishes 
(this issue’s cover, for example). These fellows may make 
it look like storytelling is easy. It’s tough, demanding and 
grueling) And very, very rewarding. 

Best of luck to you. 

Well, it’s interesting. 

CRUSADERS 1 had a lot going for it. Excellent art, 
the return of solid characters like Jaguar and Shield/ 
Lancelot Strong (I can barely remember buying the 
original issues, but hey, I liked it), halfway decent char¬ 
acterization and continuity. 

Etsrno could have been more carefully developed. 
Where did he come from, what connection does he have 
with Atlantis, etc. I know it’s hard to cram everything 
into one issue but he was a tad too much the stock vil¬ 
lain out to conquer the world for no particular reason I 
could see. 

To tell the truth, I don’t care much for the Golden 
Age Shield. Even the added spice of the coming murder 
trial doesn’t change my mind. I like Lancelot Strong 
much better. Perhaps the older Shield could die in 
action? 

I did like the origin re-caps. Many of the heroes his¬ 
tories I didn’t know (like the Web’s and the Jaguar’s) 
and others ! barely remembered (like the Fly’s and the 
new Shield’s). 


Is this Comet the same guy who’s the Hangman’s 
brother? If so, why isn’t he deceased? 

How about a new costume for Steel Sterling? If you 
bring him back, he’ll need all the help he can get! 

You pledged this wouldn’t be just another slam-bang 
magazine. Well, I hate to say it, but it readjust like one 
to me. You need another direction. Something unique. 
A feel. Do the Crusaders have any special status? Is 
their headquarters in the Comet’s ship or Strong’s cav¬ 
ern? Who is the leader? What sort of equipment do they 
have? Signalling devices? The answers will establish 
their identity. 

Please keep the continuity and try to develop unique 
personalities for each of the Crusaders. 

I’ll be reading...At least the next couple of issues. The 
Fly and the Shield are old favorites of mine and I can’t 
resist following them again. The CRUSADERS was 
promising but the idea still needs some work. 

A1 Schroeder, Nashville 

Thanks for sharing your thoughts, Al. It’s always a 
pleasure to hear from you. And I do thank you for your 
well-thought out critique of CRUSADERS 1. 

By your questions I’m guessing that you would like to 
see specific things happen in the book. Bear with Rich as 
he travels his own road. 

Steel Sterling is now in the very capable hands of a 
dear friend of mine. I can’t think of a more appropriate 
choice. 

Oui, the Hangman and the Comet are brothers. The 
reason the latter is not dead is because Jerry Siegel 
brought him back to life and these are, after all: comic 
books...and it seems death is not always forever. 

Harry Shorten’s Shield is my favorite. Joe Simon’s 
Shield is good, too, and surely there is room for the two 
of them. Or, if you’re continuity-minded, give the origi¬ 
nal a break. The Shield. The original star-spangled 
avenger. And one of the characters who was there in the 
beginning. There have been quite a few Shield copy-cats 
but if you’ll consult your history books you’ll find the 
Shield was the first. 

Bill DuBay handed in his first script for the initial is¬ 
sue of THE COMET. Watch for it. Many of your ques¬ 
tions will be answered in that story. 


THE EDITORIAL CHAIR: 

Robin suggested I say something "personal or conde¬ 
scending, or whatever” here. I’ll give it a try. I think I’d 
like to just mention, what a pleasure it has been working 
with my friend Marty Greim (on both the original 
SHIELD—for COMET #1, and the forthcoming 
THUNDER BUNNY # 1). Marty and I became ac -' 
quainted years ago, when we were both still kids, through 
letters to various comic books , Our correspondence was 
intermittent, but always thought-provoking and crea¬ 
tively stimulating. You know, letters pages are still a good 
place for comics readers to meet and get acquainted — 
Rich. 


NEXT TIME: In BLACK HOOD 2, “The Skywind 
Massacre” by Steve Ringgenberg and Gray Morrow and 
“Fighting Fire with Fire” by Stan Timmons/Rich Buck¬ 
ler and Dick Ayers/Tony DeZuniga. Plus, more letters 
and news regarding Red Circle, the comics in your fu¬ 
ture. Keep sending in your kudos, criticisms, sugges¬ 
tions, whatever. Til then... 





SiRGEAHT NORTON MADE EVERY DAY OF FRED KRAMER'S 

HITCH IN THE MARINES A LIVING HELL. HOUR AFTER ] 
HOUR THE YOUNG MARINE WOULD HEAR HIS SERGEANT I 
__ f _ YELLING: 


r YOU ARE THE ' 
, DUM6EST MARINE 
THAT EVER LIVED/ 
I'M EITHER GONNA 
i SHAPE YOU UP 
L OR KILL YOU/ 


f i DON'T CARE " 
WHAT CENTURV 
IT IS. I'M A GYPSY 
AND MY PEOPLE 
KNOW SUCH 

v things ews ri a 


YOU'RE KIDDING 
CARLOS, THIS 
IS THE 2.0 TH i 
L CENTURY! A 


THAT SERGEANT NORTON W NO, MY FRIEND, HE'S M 
IS THE DEVIL HIMSELF M NOT THE DEVIL, BUT “ 

HE ACTS LIKE HE SY ^' s om 0F THE D6V,L S 
WANTS TO KILL ME/ / HELPERS. HIS EARS SHOW 
. HE WEARS THE MARK OF PAN! 



























































The young ex-marine's first step 
INTO CIVILIAN LIFE WAS A NEW JOB. 


IT ALL SOUNDS ^ 
LIKE N0NSEN5E 
TO ME, BUT I'LL 
KEEP >00 POSTED. 


WHEN NORTON BOTHERS 
YOU A6AIN. 60 SEE MY 
AUNT NELDA. SHE'LL j 
HELP YOU. HERE'S 1 
L HER ADDRESS. M 


WELCOME TO BOND 
ELECTRONICS. I KNOW 
YOU'LL MAKE A FINE 
ADDITION TO OUR 
V SALES STAFF/ J 


The months 
flew By 

QUICKLY, AND 
LIFE WAS 
600D FOR 
KRAMER. 

























































'AN* THIS TIME i'/vO 
SONNA* TAKE CARE 
OF YOU GOOD' ^ 


►EVERAL 

PAYS 

LAT6R, 

KRAMER 


YEAH. KRAMER, 
if S ME f . 


ufe 

sm A NK5HTMAR6. 


He TRIED TO FIND ANOTHER 
JOS, BUT HiS CONFIDENCE WAS 
SHOT. HE LOOKED FOOLISH 
ON INTERVIEWS. 


After months of abuse, 

KRAMER DECIDED It) TRY 
TO 8RiN6 THE SITUATION 
TO A HEAD- 


f SET ON 1 
THE STICK,, 
KRAMER [J 


SORRS^ MR. KRAMER. 

BUT YOU JUST , 
WOULDN’T FIT IN ft 
fc, HERE. y£ I 


I,..I..I THINK I > 
CANDOASOOD 
DOB FOR YOU... 


W I CAN'T TAKE S 

I ANY MORE OF THIS, i 
i'M S0IN6 UP TO 
NORTON'S apartment 
AND SET HIM TO | 
LEAVE ME ALONE.' J 






































Fortunately kramer was able to find 

TWE ADDRESS OF CARLOS'AUNT NELOA, 


THE TOWER OF THOSE WHO 
WEAR THE MARK OF PAN 
IS VERY <SR6AT. MYMAStC , 
MAY NOT 8E STRONG J 
ENOUGH, BUTI'LL TRY/ 1 


CARLOS WROTE ME A80UT 
yOU A LONG TIME AGO. , 
I KNEW YOU'D COME. A 


V SOON I WILL FULFILL MY 
DESTINY OF DESTROYING A 
MAN'S LIFE. KRAMER WILL 
GET 20 YEARS FDR THIS/ 


AT THAT VERY MOMENT NORTON MAKES 
READY To: HATCH A SINISTER PLAN. 


POLICE, MR. 

KRAMER. 
OPEN UPf 


PARlv 
THE NEXT 
MORNING 
KRAMER 
WAS 

STARTLED 


POUNDIN6 
ON HIS 
APARTMENT 
DOOR. 


I LL ROB THE * 
COMPANY SAFE 
AND LEAVE 
KRAMER'S CALL¬ 
ING CARD CASE. 
THEY'LL PUT THE 
BLAME ON HIM' 


WEAR THIS MEDALLION 
ALWAYS. IF MY MAGIC 
IS STRONG ENOUGH A 
SPELL WILL STRIKE 
NORTON WHEN HE TRIES 
. TO DESTROY YOU. . 


THEN YOU’LL HAVE 
THE TOWER ID 
DISPATCH HIS SOUL 
TO HELL, BUT l 
L CAN'T PROMISE 

success/ a 

























AT EASE, 

SERGEANT 

NORTON. 


IF I DIDN'T SEE THIS 

with mv own eyes, 
I'D NEVER BELIEVE 
IT COULD HAPPEN/ A 


NOW BOTH NORTON 
AND I ARE 
FREE FOREVER.' 


HE'S x 

PBAO' 


PLEASE, KRAMER,SET ME 
FREE. I'M IN A60Ny. I KNEW 
IT HAD TO BE YOU WHO HAD 
THIS SPELL PUT ON ME. NO 
ONE ELSE WOULD HAVE A 
REASON. YOU'RE WEARING 
A WITCH’S MEDALLION.,. / 

HELP ME! 1 


T HE'S BEEN 
7 CARRYIN6 
/ ON LIKE THIS 
SINCE WE 
FOUND HIM. 

\ WE HAVEN'T 
^ BEEN ABLE TO 
PULL HIS HANDS 
LOOSE FROM 
^ THE SAFE' 


PLEASE 


KRAMER 


COMMAND 


[HAT 


FREE - : 











































































/WAY I Fl©USE IT, 

/ SOMSONS AT THE 
CONCERT HALL MUST 
HAVE SEEN //V ON If/ 

I WAYSE the TICKET 
MANASER ? . 


t'O LIKE TO ©ET IN 
OK TH(S, AHPOi/n 
MY MONKEY SUIT, 
IF ONLY r HAP 
A SOUP LEAP— 


ANYTHIN© ON 

THE POLICE 
MONITOR, V 
PARIAN?V 


Y Just that the 
Batr/SH co a/s el 
intenps to pay 
\jtp£ pansom! 


that woulp explain how that 1 

APE'S MEN WERE SO CONVENIENTLY ; 
SEATEP PBAP CENTER - IN THE 
v AUPIENCS/ THANKS , _>* 

OLPMAN'/ 


•HOO-PS UNT/C TP£ 
PEAPC/YY£ ... 


YOU'BE INSANE/ X 
POW'T KNOW A THIN©: 
YOU CAN ASK TPS 
POLICE' AT LEAST T 
TPEY BELIEVE Ass 
L_ WE/ -vif 


YOU'RB ©OfNS TO BE 
V PIS APPOINTED.' 


r KNOW You'Re 
f PART OF the SANS 
WHO SNATCH EP THE ' 
OECHSSTA THIS 
k evENIN©,©OBPON/. 


Quickly escopniys yyap/lym 
H ome, k/p hub pies to conpep 

W/rH PIS ASSOCIATE PAM!AM,,. 


f PAMIANS ©AO©ETS 
/ REALLY PO COME IN 
NANPy/ THIS S0UN0 
WA US P/SK CAN SNAP 
ANY LOCK WHEN TUNEP H 
TO ITS HISHEST*. J 
















































































MONEy, MY FRlENP.' 


you WERE IN ON- 
THE KIPNAPPINS.' 
v. BUT, WHY? s 


1 COLO, WARD CASH/ ANP 
] AH—T'/A NOT REALLY 
MANOGGIS, BY THE WAY. 
) He'S TRUSSEP UP IN 
l THE BACA , LIKE HIS 

a men were/ r BBueye 

Ik I've affectepa 

> BATHES S/M a SAWS 

p/s&u/se, ho? 


&OOV EVEN I NS 
MISTER MASK < TO 
WHAT OO l owe 
THE PLEASURE OF 

youR intrusion? > 


Ths m am op M YSreev 

SXPLOPgS /MTO ACT/OW 
UKS A au/YBLS CAT/ 


the c aval ay/ Right 

ON TIMS, TOO! 1 CAN 
ALWAYS COUNT ON 
PAM/AN TO BACK A 
■r wte up! 


you MUST HAVE THROWN ^LH 
(SUITE A SCARE INTO THE , W 
1 TICKET MANASER , KIP/ HE "S F 
SUPPENLV BECOME VSR.Y / 

COOPERATIVE WITH THE /J 

POLICE / THE RANSOM >0W 

was //vre&ceprep 

ANO SO,,, ALL'S / ALL 
WELL THAT ENOS / EXCEPT MS, 
WELL, ANO y I'M STILL 
EVEBVSOOyS^/BUBNIN& AT 
HA PPy.'1^ 35INS CAUSHT 

Xt^£Mz5r like a rank 

AnTj'T i AMATEUR BY THAT 


*hmo, a erea ppee///<s thb\ 

MUS/C/ANS, HE BOLTS BACKi 
/A/TO THE N/SHT AT THE \ 

soump op pol/ ce sr/ggNs,, A 


enough. about me, i'm mors 
interestep in you, mister mask 

WHAT SORT OF A SAME ARE YOU ^ 
PL AVI NS THIS NIGHT? 






















seceers of rue 
PARK AVENGER... 




Th£ black hoop uses a battery OF WEAPONS/N H/S was AGA/NST CRIME. UTILIZING the 
LATEST ANP MOST APYANCEP TECHNOLOGY, H/S ARMORER, PAM/AN, HAS PROY/PEP K/P 
BURLANP W/TH THS MOST SOPH/ST/CATEP COMBAT EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE TO THWART 
H/S ADVERSARIES IN H/S UNCEASING F/GHT SOB JUSTICE. 



The 4 &. P, I. ' s 1 ^ I. 

. 3ST MAGNUM Niar* F ~ S 
MIN/A TUBE FOUR - ! 

SHOT HANPGUN 

(a/th "MAN -STOPPER ~ V '“'v( ) 

AMMO. (CARTR/P&E \ S . Jh 

REPLACEABLE ,) 

ALSO F/BES A SPEC/AL (€, 
STEEL /CONCRETE PENS - 
TRAT/N& PART. (ATTACHE? J 
TO NYLON W/RE FOR 1 

CLIMBING ,/ 

PALM-S/ZEP, CARB/ER 
IN BOOT OR WRIST HOLSTER-. 
EAS/LY CONCEALER, WEIGHS 
ONLY S/S - OUNCES . 


Mmm o r «) the pepperbox... r 
Mmm i the black hoop's 

) "WORKHORSE," StX- 
CHAMBER, STEEL 

mmff — revolver, oust-proof 
W mm > ano water-proof, /(/tcan 

Wmm , EVEN F/RE UNPERWA TER,) 

ammun/t/on: <sas pellets, 
EXPLOSIVE SHELLS, SYRINGE 
PROJECT/LES, MAGNESIUM "PLASH" 
PELLETS/'ANP RIFLE- SHOT. 


the l— i rssm W 

*STUN GUN." 

ORIGINALLY \Z 

PEVELOPEP FOR jA 

the s/<y marshall 

PROGRAM (C.T.A.), \V 

USER FOR APPREHENP/NG ■ 
AIRPLANE HIJACKERS, 

F/RES A "BEAN-BAA" 
PROJECTILE THAT RENPERS 
HUMAN TARGETS UNCONSCIOUS. 
UPON IMPACT. 


»rT THE "TRANQUILIZER. " 
E PAM/AN'S FAYOR/TE. 
f RETAIL S ON TH/S ONE ARE 

TOP-SECRET. (CO-PEVELOPEP 
W/TH C.I.A.) F/RES A GAS PRO¬ 
JECTILE THAT IS CAPABLE OF 
STOPPING A CHARGING, 
ELEPHANT.' 


That's just a sampling of 

PA MIAN'S WEAPONS INGENUITYf 
NEW ANP INGENIOUS PEY/CBS 
ABE CONSTANTLY BEING 
PEYELOPEP BY TH/S MAN'S 
UNIQUE TALENTS/ 

YOU 'LL BE SEEING THESE 
ANP OTHERS /N UPCOMING 
ISSUES OF THE BLACK HOOP. 


THE "BAT. " A MARTIAL ARTS 
WEAPON - - YERY FORMIDABLE , 

VERY PECEPT/YE. SNAP-RELEASE? 
HEAVY-PUTY SPRING USER YERY 
EFFECTIVELY FOR STREET 
FIGHTING. 

. ALSO F/RES AN £LECTBON/C 

BUG, /N M/SSLE FORM. THE 
MINIATURE LISTENING PEY/CE 
APHERES TO SURFACES UPON 
IMPACT (EYEN CONCRETE), 
TRANSMITTING CONYERSAT/ONS 
TO SPECIAL HEAPPHONES 
BU/LT INTO THE ^ V, 

BLACK HOOPS /p 

CRASH HELMET. ■^5^ 




















